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79% of released 
crabs were undersize

Blue swimmer crab 
(Portunus armatus)

Catch the stats on blue swimmers 

61t
Statewide  

recreational harvest

We collect information from recreational 
fishers year-round to help inform 
fisheries management to ensure that 
you can continue catching fish and that 
resources remain sustainable.

Here are some results of blue swimmer 
crab research you helped generate!

Statewide Recreational Fishing Survey 
Boat-based recfishers reported catch and effort data 
over 12-months in 2017/18.

Research Angler Program
Fishers in this program keep a logbook of their 
fishing activity. 

Source of data (colour coded): 

217g  
average weight

667,000  caught (kept or released) 

More than 20 
types of bait used  
by drop netters

5,762  
fishers interviewed

Crab catches 
changed 
with water 
temperature 
and rainfall

Perth

Almost 45% of the 
total invertebrate catch

Leschenault 
Estuary and 
Bunbury Area

Average 
carapace width 

115 mm

kept 23% 

released 77%

kept 29% 

released 71%

Swan-Canning 
Estuary

Average  
carapace width  

121 mm
Geographe Bay

Average  
carapace width  

137 mm

kept 32% 

released 68%

45%

fish.wa.gov.au/species
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http://www.fish.wa.gov.au/species

