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COMPLIANCE AND  
COMMUNITY EDUCATION
Compliance with commercial and recreational fishery 
management arrangements in the south coast bioregion 
is monitored by Fisheries and Marine Officers based at 
Albany and Esperance. These officers undertake a variety 
of compliance activities including land-based and at-sea 
inspection of vessels, catches, fishing gear and marine safety 
equipment, and verification of licences.

Activities during 2004/05
Owing to the variety of commercial and recreational fisheries, 
the expanse of coastline and the variable and seasonal 
weather conditions, FMOs employ a risk-management-driven 
approach to prioritise and plan compliance activities.

Overall, FMOs delivered a total of 6,646 hours of compliance 
activities during 2004/05, as summarised in South Coast 
Compliance Table 1.

Officers delivered 3,652 hours of compliance services 
targeted at commercial fisheries, with a total of 155 contacts 
with commercial fishers. The majority of the compliance 
effort was directed towards the abalone fishery. Only 
minor breaches were detected by licence holders within 
the fishery, mainly in terms of quota management and 
incorrect completion of catch and disposal records. However, 
illegal (unlicensed) abalone operations continue to be a 
major concern for the sustainability of the commercial and 
recreational abalone fishery in the south coast bioregion.

The remainder of the commercial fishery compliance hours 
were dedicated to the wide range of minor commercial 
fisheries operating in the bioregion. Particular attention was 
paid to spot checks of net lengths in the commercial shark 
fishery, at-sea inspections of deep sea crab gear and quota 
checks in the purse seine fishery.

During the year 6 infringement warnings and 5 infringement 
notices were issued and a further 17 cases resulted in 
prosecution action being instigated against commercial 
fishers. In addition to ‘black market’ abalone operations, 
illegal sale of other fish by unlicensed individuals or groups 
continues to be an issue of concern in the region.

Recreational compliance activities concentrated mainly 
on checking shore- and boat-based anglers, net fishers and 
shellfish collectors. Fisheries and Marine Officers delivered 
a total of 2,994 hours of compliance services to recreational 
fisheries and achieved 2,192 contacts with recreational 
fishers. During 2004/05, 31 infringement warnings and 20 
infringement notices were issued and 31 prosecutions were 
instigated against recreational fishers.

Compliance patrols in recreational fisheries principally 
involve checks to ensure that fishers are adhering to size 
and bag limits and complying with restrictions that apply 
in the recreational net fishery. The areas of highest risk 

of non-compliance with the management arrangements 
were considered to be abalone, cockles, marine finfish and 
estuarine netting. There continues to be a growing awareness 
of the open season and availability of abalone on the south 
coast, which will require increased compliance services.

During 2004/05, FMOs delivered 200 hours to the marine safety 
compliance program within the bioregion. Officers conducted 
marine safety checks on recreational and commercial vessels. 
Regional marine safety checks are unfunded and are conducted 
together with fisheries compliance checks.

A review of the recreational fishing management arrangements 
for the south coast was conducted during the year, with 
consultative workshops held in Walpole, Albany and Esperance 
and discussion papers distributed throughout the community.

The education program in this bioregion is supported by 
Volunteer Fisheries Liaison Officers. In 2004/05 the VFLO 
program involved 10 volunteers in the Albany and Denmark 
areas and 5 in Esperance, accounting for 546 contacts during 
the year. Community education activities conducted in the 
bioregion included attendance and presentations by FMOs and 
VFLOs at primary and secondary schools, regional shows and 
festivals, community group meetings and fishing competitions.

Initiatives in 2005/06
The outcomes of the South Coast Regional Recreational 
Fishing Review were implemented on 1 January 2006. 
Extensive changes occurred, including a new bag and 
category limit regime, increases in the minimum size limits 
for redfish and tarwhine, the banning of recreational set 
netting in ocean waters and new management arrangements 
for recreational netting in estuarine waters.

In response to these changed management arrangements, 
a comprehensive community education strategy was 
implemented across the bioregion in 2005/06. Compliance 
efforts took a far more educative approach in relation to the 
changes, while still enforcing pre-existing regulations. A 
multi-lingual pamphlet was produced for the Albany cockle 
season to explain the change from 2 litres to 20 shellfish and 
emphasise that the practice of collecting bag limits for others 
not actively fishing is illegal.

Education initiatives for the south coast have previously been 
overseen by the Department’s southern region Community 
Education Officer, based in Busselton. However, a funding 
application through the South Coast Regional Initiative 
Planning Team Inc (SCRIPT), a natural resource management 
body, has been successful in securing Natural Heritage 
Trust funding for an Albany-based Volunteer and Education 
Activity Coordinator position, which was established in 
October 2005. Since the establishment, the VFLO program in 
the south coast has doubled from 15 to 30 volunteers and has 
resulted in higher community contact levels.
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SOUTH COAST BIOREGION TABLE 1

Summary of compliance and educative contacts and infringement types within the south coast bioregion during 
the 2004/05 financial year.

Contact with the commercial fishing community Number

Hours delivered in bioregion 3,652
Fisher field contacts by Fisheries Officers 155
District Office contacts by Fisheries Officers 805
Commercial offences detected

Infringement warnings 6
Infringement notices 5
Prosecutions 17
Contact with the recreational fishing community Number

Hours delivered in bioregion 2,994
Fisher field contacts by Fisheries Officers 2,192
District Office contacts by Fisheries Officers 1,264
Fisher field contacts by VFLOs 546
Fishwatch reports*                        18*
Recreational offences detected

Infringement warnings 31
Infringement notices 20
Prosecutions 31

*	 Data for combined recreational and commercial Fishwatch reports, July 2004 – March 2005. The service provider ceased operation in April 
2005, and the interim arrangements implemented do not provide reliable statistics for the period April–June.
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