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AQUACULTURE

Regional Research and 
Development Overview
The Department’s main focus in the Gascoyne continues to 
be on the regulation of the regional pearling industry, based 
on species such as Pinctada margaritifera, that complements 
the major state industry built on silverlip pearls (Pinctada 
maxima) (see p. 180).

Major research activities during 2005/06 included health 
monitoring by the Fish Health Unit for pearl oysters and 
marine finfish (see Appendix 5). In addition, the marine 
finfish aquaculture research team is actively collaborating 

with an industry partner in Exmouth who is currently 
producing mahi mahi (Coryphaena hippurus). The team is 
assisting the company with the design of different systems as 
well as feeds for larvae and adult fish. 

Other key development tasks continue to involve supporting 
the emergence of a local aquarium fish production sector. A 
draft policy document for the culturing of live coral, sand and 
rock has been developed and released for public comment.
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GASCOYNE COAST AQUACULTURE FIGURE 1

Map showing the major licensed aquaculture and pearl farming sites of the Gascoyne coast bioregion. Note that 
aquaculture operations may also encompass the culture of non-Pinctada maxima pearl oysters.
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