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an important take of fish by beach seining and near-shore 
gillnetting using hand-hauled nets, for species including 
whitebait, mullet and whiting.

In this region more than any other in the state, population 
growth poses specific challenges for fisheries management. 
Increased recreational fishing pressure, and the setting of 
catch shares for commercial and recreational users, remains a 
major focus of the Department’s management activity.  

The west coast bioregion is the most heavily used area for 
recreational fishing owing to its accessibility to the main 
population centres. The region provides a range of recreational 
fishing opportunities, from estuarine fishing to beach fishing 
and boat angling in embayments. Offshore boat angling 
includes both demersal and pelagic/game fishing opportunities 
around islands and on the edge of the continental shelf. 

Species targeted include black bream, flatfish and blue swimmer 
crabs in estuaries, and herring, whiting (including King George 
whiting), tailor, mulloway and abalone from beaches. Boat-
based fishing targets herring, whiting, rock lobsters, pink 
snapper, dhufish, baldchin groper and a number of larger pelagic 
and game species.

The principal aquaculture development activities in the  
west coast bioregion are the production of blue mussels and 
marine algae for beta-carotene production, and the emerging 
black pearl industry based on the production of Pinctada 
margaritifera at the Abrolhos Islands.  

The main mussel farming area is in southern Cockburn 
Sound, where conditions are sheltered and the nutrient and 
planktonic food levels are sufficient to promote good growth 
rates. Owing to the generally low productivity of the Western 
Australian coastline under the influence of the Leeuwin 

Current, areas outside embayments (where nutrient levels are 
enhanced) are unsuitable for bivalve aquaculture.

ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT
Regional Overview
On the west coast, marine habitats are largely protected 
from any physical impact of commercial fishing by extensive 
closures to trawling, the only permitted fishing method that 
can significantly affect marine habitats. These closures, 
introduced in the 1970s and 1980s, protect essentially all 
seagrass and reef habitats, with trawling limited to sand 
areas inhabited by target species such as scallops (West 
Coast Habitat Protection Figure 1). In addition, habitat and 
biodiversity protection is provided by specific Fish Habitat 
Protection Areas, Reef Observation Areas and marine parks 
in sensitive areas (West Coast Habitat Protection Figure 2). 
These protective management measures have contributed to 
maintaining the marine habitat and biodiversity in generally 
good condition. However, biodiversity and fish habitats 
in the west coast bioregion now face major threats from 
coastal development and environmental degradation through 
terrestrial runoff impacting estuaries and some protected 
near-shore waters.

During 2005/06, the Department of Fisheries gazetted orders 
under the Fish Resources Management Act 1994 to modify 
fisheries activities in accordance with the management 
plan for the Jurien Bay Marine Park. Additional technical 
advice was also provided in relation to the proposed marine 
park between Cape Leeuwin and Cape Naturaliste. The 
management plan for the proposed Capes Marine Park is now 
out for public review.

A final plan of management for the proposed Kalbarri Blue 
Holes Fish Habitat Protection Area is in preparation.

Recommendations for the development of a land-based 
tourism facility at the Abrolhos Islands, contained in 
Fisheries Management Paper no.146 (the sustainable tourism 
plan for the islands), continued to be implemented during 
2005/06. Humfrey Land Developments worked with a 
Departmental working group to develop a proposal, which 
was subsequently submitted to the Environmental Protection 
Authority for environmental approval. The Authority set the 
level of assessment at ‘Public Environmental Review’ (PER). 
The PER documentation will be released for public comment 
in 2006/07.
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WEST COAST HABITAT PROTECTION FIGURE 1

Map showing areas of permanent and extended seasonal closures to trawl fishing in the west coast bioregion.
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WEST COAST HABITAT PROTECTION FIGURE 2

Map showing current and proposed areas of protected fish habitat in the west coast bioregion.
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